
1

1791A
CE-03-40    

United States
Department of the Interior

Bureau of Land Management
Eugene District Office

CATEGORICAL EXCLUSION REVIEW
for Release of Young Trees within Late-Successional Reserve 222

Background: The proposed creative spacing project would release individual trees by thinning in young
plantations (15-20 years old)  within Late-Successional Reserve 222.  The Late-Successional Reserves
were identified in the Northwest Forest Plan to provide habitat for species that are associated with late-
successional forests within the range of the northern spotted owl.  Currently, Late-Successional Reserve
222 consists of both old growth stands and young  plantations.  The goals of the project are to give
individual young trees more growing space resulting in greater crown retention, the development of
large, limby trees that could be used by wildlife in the future, and the encouragement of the development
of late-successional forest characteristics in Riparian Reserve and upland habitats.  

Proposed Action: The proposed action is to thin 100 to 300 acres of young stands to a general spacing of
20 to 30 feet between trees.  In addition, one to two trees per acre would be further released by cutting all
conifer trees within 45 to 50 feet of it.   Thinning would occur at least 30 feet away from all streams.  
For every 30 acres treated, an unthinned clump of 100 ft. by 100 ft. would be left to provide hiding cover
for wildlife.  The project is located in Late-Successional Reserve 222 in the southeast of the Upper
Willamette Resource Area.

Decision:  The proposed action described above is approved to be carried out during calendar year 2003
and possibly through the end of February 2004.

Rationale:  The proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion as described in the Departmental
Manual 516 DM 6, Appendix 5, 5.4 Bureau of Land Management Categorical Exclusions, C. Forestry,
(4) “Precommercial thinning and brush control using small mechanical devices.”  The Proposed Action
is in conformance with the Record of Decision for Amendments to the Forest Service and Bureau of
Land Management Planning Document within the Range of the Northern Spotted Owl and the Standards
and Guidelines for Management of Habitat for Late-Successional and Old Growth Forest Related
Species Within the Range of the Northern Spotted Owl (April 1994), and the “Eugene Record of
Decision and Resource Management Plan” (June 1995). 

Prepared by:        Paula Larson, Alison Dunlap Center               Date:   7/22/03         
Alison Dunlap Center and Paula Larson, Wildlife Biologists

Reviewed by:        Christie Hardenbrook                                     Date:     7/23/03       
Christie Hardenbrook, Environmental Specialist

Approved by:             Emily Rice                                                 Date:      7/24/03      
Emily Rice, Field Manager
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Exception Criteria Review Checklist

Proposed Action: Release of Young Trees within Late-Successional Reserve 222                                                           

                                                                                                                                                                                            

  

Review the proposed action against each of the 10 criteria listed below.  If  the project meets one or more of the

criteria, it  is an exception from categorical exclusion and MUST  be analyzed in an EA or EIS.  To qualify as a

Categorical Exc lusion the proposed action m ay not meet any of the criteria .  If the criterion  does not apply, indica te

"Not Applicable."  Any mitigation measures (such as con tract stipulations or terms and conditions on permits)

necessary to ensure that the proposed action qualifies as a categorical exclusion should be identif ied at the bottom of

the page.

Excep tion C riteria Com ments

 1. Have signif icant adverse effects on public health or

safety

 None

 2. Have adverse e ffects  on un ique resources (i.e.,

parks, recreation, refuge lands, wilderness areas,

wild or scenic rivers , we tlands, flood p lains , etc.)

 None identif ied

 3. Have h ighly controversia l env ironmental effects  None identif ied

 4. Have highly uncertain environmental effects or

involve unique or unknow n environmen tal risks

 None, not applicable  

 5. Establish a precedent that could result in signif icant

impacts

 None, not applicable  

 6. Be directly related to other actions having

cumulatively s ignificant effects

 None identif ied

 7. Have adverse effects on cultural or historical

resources

 None identif ied

 8. Have adverse effects on species listed or proposed

as threatened or endangered  or have adverse effect

on designated critical habitat for these species.

 None identif ied (see mitigations below)

 9. Require com pliance w ith E.O. 11988 ( flood  pla in

managem ent), E.O . 11990 (protection of wetlands),

or the Fish & Wildlife Coordination Act

 Not applicab le

10. Threaten to violate Federal, State, Local or Native

American law or requirements imposed for the

protection of the environment

 Not applicab le

Required mitigations: Al l required surveys would be conducted prior to the start of the project.  If  any threatened

or endangered  spec ies o r spec ies o f concern a re located, those loca tions  would be pro tected and not treated.  No

mechanica l activity would be  allowed  until after the spotted  ow l nesting season (M arch 1 - Sep tember 30).

Reviewed  By:     Christie Hardenbrook                                 Date:    7/23/03                

Field M anager:      Emily Rice                                               Date:    7/24/03                
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Specialists Signature/date

Cultural Resource Michael D. Southard 7/23/03

Wildlife Biologist Paula Larson 7/22/03

Fisheries Biologist Chuck Vostal 7/22/03

Hydrologist Kris Ward 7/17/03

Soil Scientist S. Wiedenbeck 7/18/03

Botanist Cheshire Mayrsohn 7/16/03


